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Learning Space Principles
William & Mary "learning environments" are broadly inclusive of classrooms, labs, studios, libraries, and study spaces.

Multiple Modalities
Learning environments should support multiple learning modalities 
such as lecture, discussion, breakout groups & discipline specific 
activities (dance, art, theater, etc.)

Informal Learning
Formal learning spaces should be complemented by adjacent 
informal learning area for breakout sessions or after class discussion

Idea Sharing
Learning environments should have ample writing surfaces and display 
screens to allow for seamless sharing of ideas and information

Integrated Technology
Technology should be integrated to support learning activities; 
unify digital and physical learning environments

Supportive Environment
Learning environments should be comfortable spaces, support well-
being and provide diverse seating options

Universal Design
Prioritize universal design and accessibility to better address 
learning variability

Foster Interaction
Faculty and students should be able to interact easily and naturally, 
before, during, and after class

Shared & Interdisciplinary
Learning spaces should support shared use and interdisciplinary 
activity

Ease of Movement
Faculty and students should be able to move easily throughout the 
entire learning space

Managed Centrally
General purpose classrooms should be centrally managed, with 
departmental assignment of specialized learning spaces
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Existing Conditions
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Big Idea: Learning & Research

SSunken Garden

Sundial Quad

Strengthen the academic 
spine for interdisciplinary 
collaboration to promote one 
university supported by both 
specialized and shared 
resources.
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Instructional
Neighborhoods

Sunken Garden

Sundial
Quad

Lake
Matoaka

Old Campus

New Campus

School of Education

School
of Law

School of Business

South
Cluster

East
Cluster

West
Cluster

Swem

ISC

Music

PBK

Andrews
Small

Jones

Boswell

Miller

McGlothlin-
Street

Ewell

Washington

Wren

Tucker

Chancellors

James Blair

Blow

College 
Apartments

• Academic buildings 
are concentrated in 
the neighborhoods of 
Old Campus and 
New Campus.

• We break these 
neighborhoods down 
into clusters to 
optimize the 
distribution of 
classroom sizes within 
a five-minute walking 
radius.

North
Cluster

Matoaka
Art Studio
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Campus Hearts

The Heart of Campus

Where I Like to Gather Outdoors

Campus Core

Student Life 
Village

Sunken Garden

Wren Building & 
Wren Yard

Swem Library & 
Sundial Quad

Crim
Dell

Briggs 
Amphitheater

"Seeing people hang out on 
the Sunken Garden in the 
spring is one of my favorite 
things about this campus. It 
really brings it to life and 
feels like the perfect college 
experience."

"I think of Swem, Sadler, and 
Sunken Garden as the three 
anchors of campus life."

"The amphitheater is a nice 
place to picnic or meet with 
friends.“

• The Sunken Garden, Wren 
Building and Yard, Sadler 
Center and Student Life Village, 
Swem Library and Sundial 
Quad, and Briggs 
Amphitheater are seen as 
primary hearts of campus and 
as places people enjoy 
gathering.

• Respondents primarily 
identified the campus core as 
consisting of the Old Campus 
and Student Life Village.

Source: CoMap Online Survey

“Greatest access, strong 
community, mix of faculty, staff, 
students and public, lots of fun 
engaging events that are free 
and open to the public."

"When the school began it 
was just this building. This is 
where it all began and it's 
the most beautiful building 
on campus."
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Learning

A Favorite Learning Space

Where I Would Like to Learn Outdoors

Crim Dell

Law 
School

"There is a dearth of cultivated green 
spaces on campus wherein one can 
spend time and enjoy oneself. Just an 
idea, but what if instead of grass these 
plots became flower or vegetable 
gardens with benches? It would make a 
great place for studying and enjoying 
nature. "

• Swem Library, the ISC, and Old 
Campus academic buildings 
are favorite learning spaces.

• Respondents would like to 
learn outdoors in the Sunken 
Garden, Sundial Quad, and at 
Lake Matoaka.

Swem Library

ISC

Old Campus

Sunken Garden

Briggs 
Amphitheater

Wren Building

"Beautiful and powerful and historic. 
Even the smell is just perfect and 
transports me back in time and makes 
me feel so connected to this school's 
heritage."

"I'm a neuroscience 
major so I'm definitely 
biased, but I think the 
ISC is the best 
academic building!"

Sadler Center

Source: CoMap Online Survey

"The Library has 
excellent resources 
and tons of books!"
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Individual Study & Work

Where I …

Currently Study and Work Alone

Would Like to Study and Work Alone

Crim Dell

Wren 
Building

Swem 
Library

Law 
School

Old Campus
Sadler Center

Swem & ISC

"Swem is a nice 
building and it seems 
like there could be 
opportunities to do 
work and be on 
campus here.“

• Respondents identified the 
Sadler Center, Swem Library, 
the ISC, and Old Campus as 
favorite individual study areas.

• Respondents expressed a 
desire to improve current 
academic and study spaces 
and create new study spaces 
outdoors.

“Intentional/purpose-
built outdoor (shaded) 
study or areas to sit in 
shade would be great.”

“[ISC] is the best 
place to study at 
night on campus.”

ISC

Source: CoMap Online Survey

"I like working in the 
Atrium or in the Slice 
in the mornings. The 
chairs here are the 
most comfortable, and 
I love the windows/ 
skylight in both places. 
I wish the Atrium had 
more places to plug 
stuff in."

Tucker Hall

"This hall is a very nice study 
space, although I think it could be 
improved by clearing out old 
books that are gathering 
dust/mold. Also, it would be nice 
if the entrances were made more 
accessible."



William & Mary  |  Campus Comprehensive Plan 12

Collaboration

Where I …

Currently Study and Work With Others

Would Like to Study and Work With Others

Currently Collaborate

Crim Dell

Wren 
Building

Law 
School

Sadler Center

"Classrooms in ISC are 
my favorite places on 
campus to collaborate 
with others. They are 
spacious, well-lit, have 
great whiteboards, and 
have ethernet drops."

• The Sadler Center, Swem 
Library, and the ISC stand out 
as current hubs for group study 
and collaboration.

• Respondents desire additional 
collaboration space both in 
these buildings and across 
campus, as well as better 
accessibility to reserve study 
spaces.

Swem Library

ISC

"I wish it was easier to 
know how to reserve 
study spaces in 
Sadler."

Source: CoMap Online Survey

"Swem is where I go to 
do any group project 
work since there are so 
many study rooms 
that you can book, and 
many places that you 
can sit and chat 
without bothering 
others."

Old Campus
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• Classrooms in the schools 
of Law and Education are 
excluded due to class 
change/travel time

• Classrooms that will come 
online in ISC IV are 
included as ‘Existing’

• Current deficit of ~20 
smaller rooms (≤30) and a 
surplus in almost all the 
larger room brackets

Classroom Optimization
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